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GERMAN “SPY”; Are Dr. A.K. Graves’s Revelations Genuine? - New York Times,
December 13, 1914, Review of Books

GERMAN = SPY“ alomg the Thine mouth of Tleldelberg. pook. Lat the proofreader bear the

= The Taunus runs east and west along guflt for that But how did the chief

- the Rhine norih of Wicsbaden and af the German War Office come o

Are Dr. A. K. Graves's Reve- Heldelborg, Wa have heard of an Bng- make the very same hlunder? Would o

lations Genuine?

The wriler of the lotler reviewing
Dr. Artagaard Tarl Graves's " The
Seerets of the German War D'ITN
I 8 distinguizhed professor of history,
whoze  writings  nare  well  known
thronghout the United Siales, At his
roquest hie name hoas been withheid
from the following letter.

Waw York Times Review of Books:
NE * The Seereia of the Geriman
A War Office.” by Dr. Armgaard
Karl Groves, gonuine roeveln-
tions, or ore they dangerous fiction and
a hoax? The suthor claims o have
served the Wapr Offlce s a spy for ten
years, and Lo have been o eentral [gure
In noms of the most important polltical
evonts of those yveara, His book is hav-
ing o lively sale, ns part of the impor-
tant liternture of the war. Collor's
VWeekly published the material serially
pefore the war and treated it as authen-
tie, Tut iz 1t%

The nuthor hints that he belonga to
an eminent Tamily and i3 bearing an
assumed name. He saya he was edu-
coted at n school for cadeta, and later
was grodunted from o celebrated gym-
nasium end from one of the classlc uni-
versities of lurope

Why, then, doeg he write English in
faultless and slick  journallstie  stylo,
with never a trace that he ever thought
or wrote In German? Why, on the other
hand, dess he always stumble when he
ventures into Germon? He consistently
misspells  familinr German  names—
Schwereln for Schwerln, Weringrode for
Wernigerode, Kinlgergritzersirasse for
Iitnlgeritzoratrasse, Every Gorman
schoolbey knows the battle of Kinim-
griktez as the most celebrated viclory of
ihe Prussians eover the Austriana in
1BGE. Would an edusnted American
wrile of the bottle of Gelteseburg? D
Graves apenks of the Grosser General
Etobe Ingiead of ihe Grosse GQencralstab,
and of the ¥weite Gmarde Dragona in-
stend of the Zwelte Garde Dragener. Ad-
ditbonal mistakes could readily be col-
lected,

The eighth chapter tells of an amasz-
ing sccret conference of eminent dip-
lomate of Englepnd, Austrin, and Ger-
many. held to isplate France. I,
Graves was charged by the German
War Office with the sole responsibility
of protecting the seerecy and salzly
of the canferonce. It met in o shooting
lodige in the mountaine,  Hut the trosted
protector of the conference does not
know in whoat mouniain range It was
On Page 131 he says it was the Schwarz-
wald: on the nexi page he says it was
the Taunns, The Schwarzwald, of
Tlack Forest, runs

norlh and south

lish novelist mixing ap the Cot=kilis and
Adirondacks beenuse boih are in New
York, The name of the shooting lodge
wna Ehronkrog, The author had probe-
nbly forgotten that he had crilized that
nama for o vacatton resort near Ber-
lin (P 76

Dr. Groves eccasinnally refurs tn docu-
meniary ovidenco, but every referpneo
kg biuff, o llerary trick to give anoair
af Lriglworihiness 1o hig =lory. Far

instance, the Kaleer employed Dr
Graves to checkmate bis own w pariy
at Agadir, and palg Dhime 30 per-

sonally, " which the stobs of the rowal
check baok will show.”  The Waker
will, no doubt, be chormed to sliow his
pereonal check Loak te any ingquiriesg
=oul,

The auther #ays he teak iz universily

degree in both phileespliy and medicine |

in 8lx semesters, (. 4.0
mirably, If we are nol inistaken. the
erdinnry  minlmum for a  stwdent of
medicing In Cermany is eight sermesiera,
Bul why does Dr. Graves telk lie an
outaider aboul Germon unlversicy Life?
Gerrman studonts do not " tale their de-
grees ' at the end of their dniversiiy
work: they " pass thelr Government ox-
mmrination.”  (Staatscxumen’  Dagroes
are usualls taken some yearz luter on
the uasls of SClemilic work.

A man who s mixoed (or ten Years in

Ple did -

| such important affalre ought o botray

hiz knowledge and experionce on every
page. Im this book there fn oniy one
chapter, the one an " The German War
Machine.” which has any weight., The
real 18 flimey staff, which sny man
with o smattering of recent hirtory and
with an imopination trained by reading
Sherlock  Holmes might  write.  Mr,
Oraves may have beon o secrel serviee

emplare, and yet every slory in Eiis hong |

muny be fiction.
Wae might charitably ssrume that the

: miszpellings amd misquotatione are due

to bad proofreading. Bul the
hns furnished dncumentary  ovigepes
wgainst himseell. Tle has ingertod 1wa
Tae =MmMiles o convines e puablic, and
e has trapped  Bimsell with  hoth,
The frontizpices is & fac simile o his
searat sorvies eard.  Rut the seal on
the cord i o rubbing from n Gergman
i-eont pleee of M2 iIn which the
woards  ©7 Zwel Alark Y were 1006 Wi
rubbed and the words “Ueheim Dienst™
written in. The other fac sgimile (T, 1204y
shows the memorandum given him Gy
Count von Wedel, the chicf of the War
Difice, and enumeruling the sintes-
men wWho wers 1o merl ol the secrnt
conference in the Schwarzwald. (Or
wos it the Taunusd®l Toey Wore Vise
eount  Haldane, Winston Snencer
Churchlll, Herr von Kiderlen- Wichter.
Gen, von Heoringen, Admiral ven Tir-
pltz, nnd AMoritz Ritler van Aulffen-
borg. The name of the emicent Far-
aign Minister of the German Empire,
Herr von Kiderlen-Wichter, Is spelled
- Kinderlen Wilchter ™

author
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Counciinr of the Fmbassy.

When Colller's Weekly puldished theas
etoriea hefore = war Lhey were legitl-
mute fictioh., Tmiay this g o danseroos
honk.  Bagland aml France are in acute
drgnd of 1he German spy ersiom. No
one knows low mary perssne have hesn
ghot na spies alnee the eutbieak of the
war, Oersabs, who have  Wad  thelr
homes and (b Lealness in Fneland
Tor yeurs, have heen placed In concen-
tration camps o male spring impossi-
ble. Germany mul Ausirls have  re-
vently reiallatesd by coliecting  ricish
resident« in gimilar camps, 1, draves's
Lol dleyblless inlensifes 1he fear of A
mysterhoas, peevisive,  dand amnizcent
=y Svsien el meay help we snuff oul
the Tl lib»riy ol Innocent per-
sans.  Wo eaanet arferd te be fecled
nowadays fur the profit of an agthor.
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